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126 Geographical Record 

tridge," and consists of a cylindrical tube, made of heavy cardboard or other 
slow-burning material, filled with a mixture of crude oil, gravel and sawdust. 
The ends of the tube are closed with stoppers. The cartridge is suspended by 
a wire horizontally, about three feet below the fruit. The fire is started by re- 
moving the stoppers and applying a torch to small amounts of cotton waste, 
previously soaked in kerosene, placed at the ends of the cartridge * * * (Monthly 
Weather Review, April, 1911). R. DeC. Ward. 

Professor Cleveland Abbe honored. The Council of the Royal Meteoro- 
logical Society has awarded the Symons Gold Medal to Professor Cleveland 
Abbe, of the United States Weather Bureau, in recognition of the valuable 
work which he has done in connection with meteorological science. The Medal 
-was presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society on Jan. 17th. 



COMMUNICATION 

Toledo, Ohio, Jan. i8th, 1912. 
Editor Bulletin of the American Geographical Society: 

Sir: In the August, 1911, number of the Bulletin (pp. 625-626) appears a 
very uncomplimentary review of "Argentina and Her People of Today." As 
the writer of that book I can not let this review pass unnoticed in a periodical 
of such high standing. After quoting several alleged inaccuracies, the reviewer 
says the book is "worth little" except for a "hundred pages of history," because 
"statements are made so recklessly that no data may be trusted." In only one 
instance cited does the writer admit this error, and that is as to the relative 
position of Argentina as a producer of wheat. Albert Hale, a conservative 
writer, and recognized authority on South America, says in "The South Ameri- 
cans" (p. 89) : "It is safe to say 500,000,000 acres can some day be turned to 
cultivation." This is in harmony with an Argentine authority that I followed. 
The figures quoted by the reviewer would allow less than one-third of the area 
of Argentina suited to agriculture, which is undoubtedly in error, and "a half 
billion of acres of fertile arable land," as given in my book, is nearer the truth. 
Dr. Hale also says (p. 91) : "Only a few feet below the surface (middle Argen- 
tina) water can be found for live wells or windmills." In a publication issued 
by the Department of Commerce and Labor at Washington, in 1906, by Lincoln 
Hutchinson, and entitled "Report on Trade Conditions in Argentina, Paraguay 
and Uruguay," the temperature appears practically as in my book, and the Ohio 
Valley is given as one comparison. The historical incident of the "Reconquista" 
is explained in full on pages 307-9, in a way historically correct. The "rain of 
fish" is not given as a scientific fact, but is qualified by "it is claimed." In 
"Modern Argentina," by W. H. Koebel, and "Eight Months on the Gran Chaco," 
by Juan Pelleschi, this phenonenon is given in all seriousness. Regarding the 
"column of sheep" all I have to say is that the statement was certainly con- 
servative, and not "reckless." It answered the intended purpose of a concrete 
illustration. The reference to Patagonia is simply an interpretation of language, 
and the paragraph in the book speaks for itself. These are the only "reckless 
statements" cited by the reviewer. I leave the judgment with any impartial 
reader. Nevin O. Winter. 



